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structures. All the way from the Residency to the Nizam's
summer-house, for it could not be called palace, the eager-gazing
multitude were kept back by the troops, as a matter of real
precaution. On one of these occasions in my predecessor's
time, shots had been heard almost within the precincts of the
Nizam's dwelling; and were fired in the street on another occa-
sion shortly after my departure from Hyderabad. The crowd,
however, could be seen quite well by us from our raised seats
on the elephants, and certainly it excelled in pictorial effect
even the proverbially picturesque crowds of India. For in
addition to the ordinary Oriental dress and paraphernalia the
men wore arms and accoutrements obtained from distant parts
of Asia. Among them some looked cheerful and contented,
some being retainers of the Minister seemed positively friendly,
some were scowling fanatics, some were smooth-faced villains
who at that moment appeared smiling and joyous, but had only
the other day committed outrages under the very walls of the
city when they heard that the Minister's fall from power would
relax the bonds of order.

The Nizam received us with a demeanour not haughty perhaps,
but calm, almost impassible, as if to imply that he dwelt on
serene altitudes and we were creatures struggling with mun-
dane affairs; so that we hesitated to break the ice of ceremony.
The Minister Salar Jang accompanied us, and was made to
feel thoroughly subdued in the presence of His Highness; the
term " presence" was to Ms ear an awe-inspiring sound, and
for him his master had a quiet look of ineffable hauteur. After
a chilling pause, the conversation began in the Hindustani lan-
guage, and touched upon inevitable topics such as the health of
the Governor-General, the season and the like. Then in order
to say something especially civil and polite I congratulated His
Highness on the order and good government patent everywhere
in his dominions. He replied, in a tone of slight displeasure,
that as there had during past times been good government
in his dominions so there was still. Herein he was manifestly in
error, for formerly there had been much misrule. He had how-
ever interpreted my compliment to be~a$ indirect recommenda-